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Text of the State of the Meeting
Report for 2011
What follows is the final draft of the State of the
Meeting Report adopted in Meeting for Worship with a
Concern for Business on February 5, 2012:

Brooklyn Monthly Meeting (BMM)
continues to be a vibrant, growing and
diverse meeting. Attendance averages
about 125 with as many as 17 children
and about 2 5 messages per meeting.
Our diversity spans age, gender expression, race, and socioeconomic background. The depth of silent worship
during meeting is profound and spirit
led. Messages to love one another, to
care for our neighbors, to go deeper
into worship have echoed throughout
the year. We continue to struggle with
the tension of what is a message when
confronted with long politicized expressions. We have noticed that after a
meeting with many messages, a more silent and gathered meeting follows the
next week.
Our ministries and personal leadings
combine to create a tapestry of hope
for the Meeting. Our relationship with
Brooklyn Friends and Mary McDowell
s Friends Schools adds to the vibrancy
of the Meeting and adds to the schools
connection to Quaker s spirit and practices. This is witnessed by the schools
participation in the fall cemetery
cleanup day, in our participation in the
Quaker Self-Study at Brooklyn Friends
School, the creation of the Mary McDowell s Care Relationship Committee,
and wide attendance by parents and
staffs of both schools at weekly meetings for worship.
In preparing for this report, we reviewed committee reports, spoke with
some of our committee clerks and created an informal online (and paper)
survey. Reviewing committees work,
we wonder about committee meetings.
We offer these questions for reflections:
Are our committee s meetings only
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task-driven? Do our committee meetings incorporate Quaker Spiritual practices in its care of its members? Do we
work together to prevent member
burnout? The survey asked whether
BMM satisfied the person s spiritual
needs; whether they served on a com-

mittee; and when they began attending
meeting. We received 70 responses. The
survey responders, who felt their spiritual needs met, were more likely to
have served on committees.
Our First Day School (ages 4–12) and
Child Care (ages 0–4) committees

handle a large number of young people.
At 11:45 when First Day School participants enter meeting for worship, there
is often a powerful feeling of hope and
celebration. Sadly, we still lack a suitable
teen program that could engage the
teens and allow them to participate in
the meeting.
Our Young Adult Friends Group
continues to find its way in Meeting. It
assisted in establishing a monthly worship sharing meeting. Many are embracing the meeting through service on
several committees. They have been the
major participants of the Meeting s annual retreat for the past two years. Ministry and Counsel (M&C) continues to
offer Young Adult Friends support
while they further define their relationship with the Meeting.
The Adult Education Sub-Committee
of M&C provides meaningful presentations on our faith and practice. In October, a 10 month Quaker Studies
course began. Monthly sacred readings
worship sharing Soup are offered on
second first day.
In May, two long time members
wrote an open letter to the Meeting
challenging the Meeting to discern an
area of action that could be supported
by the Meeting. As a result of the letter,
Peace and Social Action Committee assisted by M&C is presenting a series of
sessions on our Quaker testimonies, all
of which have been well attended. We
are also discerning ways to respond to a
significant desire to support the Occupy Wall Street Movement as it is an
outside community that is attempting
to work from a non-violent center. We
are seeking greater clarity on this issue.
Our diversity and our growing size are
our greatest blessing and one of our
deepest concerns. We continue to
struggle with how to greet newcomers;
how to integrate them into the Meeting;
how to channel their enthusiasm; how
to offer guidance to all participants on
to how to discern messages; and how
to instill in all of us a better sense of
Quaker process and practice. There are
seekers among us who yearn for the
simplicity of silent worship, less politicized messages and more in depth spirit
led worship.

Panel Shares News of Quaker
Outreach in the World
From Prisons in New York State to
Health Care in El Salvador. From the
Friends House at the U.N. to Quaker
Meetings in Asia and Latin America,
Sara Clark, Linnea Capps, Jolene Festa,
Emily Ranseen and Mary Doty shared
their real life experience and knowledge
of Quaker service around the world.
Jolene described Alternatives to Violence workshops, support groups and
Meetings for Worship that Friends
bring to prisons to provide the tools,
skills and encouragement to help participants change their lives. When released they are welcomed to worship in
Quaker Meetings as a group did in
Brooklyn last year.
Dr. Capps of “Doctors for Global
Health” shared her experiences providing health care in developing countries.
In El Salvador native health workers
were trained as “health promoters”
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providing basic information and prevention of common illnesses and running their own clinic. In Chiappas,
Mexico and Uganda she worked with
indigenous people on human rights as
well as health.
Mary Doty described the work of
Mary Chapman, suffragette, and
present day political action on reproductive health including the work of
Friends Committee on Legislation.
Quaker Meetings across the world
was the topic of Emily Ranseen who
presented a comprehensive picture of
all kinds of Meetings in the countries
of Asia, Africa and North and South
America. The largest number of meetings in South America is in Bolivia
where the Aymara Indians became
Quakers through the missionary work
of Quaker ministers in Indiana and
Northwest Yearly Meeting.
—Molly Rusnak

Notes from May 2011 Meeting
for Business
Brooklyn Will Add a Second Meeting for
Worship at 9 AM on First Days
The Meeting decided to follow the
recommendation of our Ministry and
Counsel Committee for a 9 AM Meeting for Worship each First Day, ending
at 9:50 AM to provide a smaller more
intimate time for worship. The interval
between the two meetings will allow for
hymn singing and other activities. Two
members of M & C will be present and
child care will be provided. We are requesting that the custodian be early as
well. The first such meeting will take
place on June 3.
Child Care Committee Reports on Earlier
Starting Time
In order to help parents enter the
Meeting room on time, child care now
begins at 10:45 AM. This has added to
the expense for paying two alternating
teachers. This past year the committee
spent $27,815.33.
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Financial News
Brooklyn Meeting recently received a
bequest from Martha Ross Leigh of
$27,815.33. The Finance Committee
suggests combining the additional
money with our previous surplus and
asks Meeting committees to submit
proposals for projects they would like
to undertake using these funds.
Peace & Social Action Committee
Inspires Reflection on Testimonies
This past year the committee has
brought us a series of programs around
Friends Testimonies as prelude to deciding what actions we might want to
take as a Meeting in the community
around us. The topics of these gatherings were: Integrity, Peace, Equality and
Community. Attendance ranged from
30 to 50 participants.
—Molly Rusnak

First Day School Picnic June 10
The Quaker Cemetery in Prospect
Park will be the scene of the annual
First Day School Picnic this year, begin-

ning at noon. Children will prepare
sandwiches in the morning for the
event. A special guest from Burundi in
Africa will join us and describe his work
and experiences.
—Molly Rusnak

Jim Morgan Honored by NYU
Our clerk and member, Jim Morgan
recently received the Outstanding
Teacher Award from New York University College of Arts and Sciences recognizing more than thirty years of
teaching in the Urban Design and Architectural Studies Program in the Art
History Department. He led a seminar
examining the effect of New York City
politics on what gets built and what
does not. He emphasizes writing practice for future architects and planners,
exposing them to different points of
view on projects, such as Atlantic
Yards, and stimulating their opinions.
—Molly Rusnak

Regularly Scheduled Activities
Meetings for Worship

9:00–9:50 AM and
11:00 AM–NOON on Sundays,
in the Meeting Room
6:30 PM Tuesdays,
in the Meeting Room

Childcare

Sundays during the 9 AM and
11 AM meetings for worship, for
children ages three months to three
years, in the care of an early
childhood teacher and dedicated
volunteers

First Day School

11:00 AM – 11:45 AM each Sunday
from September to June. First Day
School has three classes, roughly
relating to the ages of
the children: Bodies (4-6), Minds
(7-9) and Spirits (10-12)

Meeting for Worship with a
Concern for Business

1:00 PM, First Sunday of every
month, in the Meeting Room

Hymn Singing around the Piano

10:00 AM, First Sunday of every
month, in the Meeting Room

Worship Sharing

10:00 AM, First Sunday of every
month, on the Third Floor

Readings of Spiritual Texts

10:00 AM, Second Sunday of
every month, in the Meeting
Room

Quaker Studies for Newcomers
and Members

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM, Third Sunday
of every month, in the Meeting
Room

Social Hour

12:00 PM Sundays,
Ground-level Dining Room

Community Dinner

1:00 PM, Last Sunday of every
month, Ground-level Dining
Room; volunteers are needed and
appreciated for this monthly
dinner that we prepare and serve
to anyone who wishes to join us
for a free, hot meal. Children are
also encouraged to volunteer.
Contact Andres Colapinto at
acolabus at gmail dot com

Downtown Manhattan
Outdoor Meeting

6:00–7:00 PM each Thursday
from June to September,
Labyrinth footpath in the NW
corner of Battery Park; info:
www.downtownmeeting.org

Silent Vigil for Peace

1–2 PM each Sunday, at
Washington Square Park Arch in
Manhattan

Upcoming Events
June 2012
Saturday, June 2:
Powell House stoop sale. Those
willing to volunteer, please contact
Emmy, emmyaway at yahoo dot
com
Friday, June 8—Monday, June 11:
ARCH Training in practical,
spiritual/pastoral care to persons
over 60 or with a disability; all costs
paid; at Stony Point Center in Stony
Point, NY; contact Barbara Spring,
518-772-2290 or Barbarakspring4
at msn dot com for details and
application
Sunday, June 10:
First Day School annual picnic, at
Noon (see article above for details)

Sunday, June 17:
Occupy Wall Street worship
sharing, at Zuccotti Park, time
TBA; contact Cressa Perloff,
watercressa at yahoo dot com

Sunday, July 22 — Saturday, July 28:
New York Yearly Meeting
Summer Sessions, at Silver Bay;
see www.nyym.org

Friday, June 22 — Sunday, June 24:
Not Just Fun & Games, a youthtype weekend for adults, at Powell
House; see www.powellhouse.org

August 2012

July 2012
Friday, July 13–Monday, July 16:
UnWinding 9th–12th Grade
retreat, at Powell House; see
www.powellhouse.org
Sunday, July 15:
Occupy Wall Street worship
sharing, at Zuccotti Park, time
TBA; contact Cressa Perloff,
watercressa at yahoo dot com

Friday, August 10—Sunday, August 12:
Energy Tune Up—FIPSH:
intergenerational healing
weekend, at Powell House;
register by August 1; see
www.powellhouse.org
Friday, August 17—Sunday, August 19:
Energy Tune Up—FIPSH 2:
intergenerational healing
weekend, at Powell House;
register by August 1; see
www.powellhouse.org

Send additions to Regularly Scheduled Activities or Upcoming Events to calendar@brooklynmeeting.org; send inquiries or suggestions about the newsletter to
newsletter@brooklynmeeting.org. The Monthly Meeting Newsletter is published by the Communications Committee of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting.
Current members: Robert Matson (clerk), Daniel Bodah, Eli Gwynn, Benjamin Hill, Molly Rusnak, and Lucy Sikes

