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Women's Equality Act,
New Members, Peace and
Social Justice and Book
Table Committees Report
April Meeting for Business
Supports Women’s Equality Act
The Peace and Social Action
Committee recommended that Brooklyn
Meeting add its name to the 740
organizations endorsing the proposed
New York State Women’s Equality Act.
Assistant Clerk Joan Malin, long an
advocate for women in New York City,
explained the proposal. Friends
enthusiastically agreed to sign and to
also participate in a letter writing
activity in support of the Act and the
rights of women.
New Members
Ella Frederick and her son Ray were
welcomed into membership. Ella has
been attending Brooklyn Meeting for
ten years, Ray for all of his short life.
Julie Glynn will be hosting a
Welcoming event for them.
(Note: In last month’s Newsletter, we
neglected to mention that Leslie
McCarthy had been welcomed into
membership during March Meeting for
Business. Ted Ehrhardt convened a
welcoming gathering for her.)
Mary McDowell joins Meeting for
Worship
On April 14, a large number of
parents, staff and students from the
Mary McDowell Friends School
community participated in Meeting for
Worship and joined Friends in Social

Hour. Mary McDowell provides a full
educational program for students of all
ages with different learning styles and
needs. One of its founders was a long
time member of Brooklyn Meeting and
the school was initially located in
Brooklyn Meetinghouse.

Peace and Social Action Committee
Reports on a Full and Active Year
Continuing its series of gatherings on
various aspects of Quaker service and
concerns, the Peace and Social Action
Committee offered information,
discussion and worship sharing around
the issues of Simplicity, Active NonViolence and Food Justice. Future
topics planned include Environmental
Sustainability, Prison Justice and the
War on Drugs.
The Committee sponsored a letter
writing gathering after Meeting for
Worship supporting gun control
measures that are currently before the
state and federal governments.
Brooklyn Meeting hosted eighty
members of the “Caravan for Peace,” a
group of Mexican and U.S. activists
traveling across the country to raise
concerns about the devastating effects
of the War on Drugs.
Book Table Committee Reports
The Book Table has sold 38 books in
the past year and has reprinted and
distributed Quaker tracts. A best seller
has been the new edition of “Friends for
350 Years.”
-Molly Rusnak

Food, Food and More
Food
As part of the continuing series on
Quaker Testimonies, the Peace and
Social Action Committee presented a
gathering of Friends -- with several
guests-- to discuss activities around the
theme of “Food Justice.” The
organizations represented were as
follows:
Brooklyn Meeting Community Dinner
Committee clerk Andreas Colapinto
remarked to the gathering that the
monthly dinner serves over 100 people
in need of a hot meal in a welcoming
environment. Guests are served at tables
by volunteers from the Meeting and
from schools in the area. The event is
not merely about food, but also an
occasion for fellowship and community
building.
Green Hill Food Cooperative
DK Holland, a long-time member of
the Meeting, described the Coop,
founded three years ago and now
serving a diverse group of members in
the Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, Prospect
Heights and Bedford Stuyvesant
neighborhoods. Members volunteer in
order to purchase healthy food at lower
prices. The Coop is also planning a
community public art project.
Brooklyn Food Coalition
Nancy Romer presented the borough
wide work of the Coalition, which
brings together groups concerned about
food issues and then organizes political
action. Some of the issues include
inequality of access to fresh food,
improving school lunches, poor pay for

food workers and education regarding
the benefits of healthy food.
Genetically Modified Food
David Lawrence spoke about the
possible risks of genetically modified
food to human health, as well as the
risks it poses to various species in the
natural environment.

-Molly Rusnak

Spirited Hike with
Worship to Harriman
State Park
On First Day April 14, a group of 10
Friends led by Robert Matson took part
in a “Spirited Hike with Worship”
within the beautiful (albeit rocky)
backcountry of New York’s Harriman
State Park. After an early morning bus
ride from Port Authority that was not
without its mechanical difficulties, the
intrepid hikers set out on an
approximately eight mile journey on the
Kakiat Trail. This moderately strenuous
route was a good match for the many
moderately fit individuals in attendance.
Its varied terrain included elevated areas
with stunning views -- we could see the
Empire State Building beckoning from
45 miles away – as well as a memorable
portion in which we had to cross a
stream by gingerly maneuvering across
a pair of downed trees. Lunch was
enjoyed whilst sitting atop boulders as
water gurgled by just below our feet,
and later in the afternoon we spread out
in front of a panoramic vista and
engaged in a period of silent worship.
During the final stage of our journey
one of the hike participants suffered an
ankle injury, but even this unfortunate
incident had its positives in that it led to
displays of teamwork as we worked
together to insure that the remainder of
the hike was completed in a cohesive
and cautious fashion.
Robert was an extremely capable
leader, as his organizational skills and
safety-first emphasis laid the
groundwork for an enjoyable day in the
outdoors that served as a much-needed
escape from the stress and anxiety of

city life. “Spirited Hikes with Worship”
represent a great way to form new
relationships and strengthen old ones,
and are highly recommended to those
who might find solace and spiritual
sustenance by worshipping in the great
outdoors. Friends interested in taking
part in a future hike are encouraged to
contact Robert by email:
rmatson@innovationworks.com

- Ben Hill

For me, the day marked the birthday
of a dear friend who had passed away
several years ago. Remembering him
while working with present Friends in
this place that honors those who have
come before reminded me how strong
and eternal love is. When speaking on
death Rufus Jones, a writer who helped
found the American Friends Service
Committee, said, “Nothing has carried
me up into the life of God, or done more
to open out the infinite meaning of love,
than the fact that love can span this
break of separation, can pass beyond the
visible and hold right on across the
chasm.”
I had never been to the cemetery
before and highly recommend the visit,
as work days are one of the few ways
that one can access the grounds. They
serve as wonderful opportunities to
support a part of our Quaker history,
enjoy fellowship, and, as Jones said,
“open out the infinite meaning of love.”
- Anna White

Letter to the Meeting
Quaker Cemetery Work
Day
I had the pleasure of attending the
Cemetery Work Day in Prospect Park
on April 20th. This event had actually
been called off several days before due
to a forecast of rain, but upon arrival I
found that I wasn’t the only one who
was unaware that it had been cancelled.
By the time I showed up a sizeable
amount of raking had been done along
the drive, and in total 18 of us -including several children -- showed up
at various points in the day ready to dig
in.
Bob Wilbur, the Quaker Cemetery
Sexton, was kind enough to guide,
assist, inform, and entertain us as we
raked leaves out of the ivy and weeded
the invasive Garlic Mustard plant from
the border of the grounds. The
fellowship was unbeatable, the scenery
beautiful, and the sun even came out for
the afternoon.

Dear Friends,
As you may know, I have been
steadily concerned with equal access to
the Meeting Room and have
consistently advocated reliable
availability of the stair lift. I’ve even
used it myself when I didn’t necessarily
need to do so, just to show that it is safe
(and not too undignified) and to insure
that it is well maintained.
Recently, our meeting hosted
NYYM's Annual Day for Discernment.
During the planning, we were assured
that someone would be available to
operate the stair lift and that we had no
reason to expect any problem with it.
When I arrived I noticed that our
regular Custodian, Tyrone, who is
experienced and highly competent with
the stair lift was there for the day and
my concerns were quieted. But then
one of the participants in the Meeting
who had used the lift to go up to the
Meeting Room needed it to get back

down the stairs. While the going up had
been uneventful, the trip down was
anything but. The lift got stuck near the
second floor and stalled in the turn,
repeatedly. Each time it stalled Tyrone
would have to return it to the starting
position and resume, whereupon it
would get stalled again in the same
place. In the meantime the circuit
breaker tripped repeatedly and Tyrone
had to leave the controls and go
downstairs to reset the circuit breaker.
After repeated efforts, the lift was
finally lowered to street level. But then,
the bars surrounding the platform and
the bottom flaps refused to open! Thus
our Friend was unduly imprisoned for a
prolonged period of time. Finally, after
about forty minutes, he was assisted to
escape the unopened bars by another
Friend (with special training) and went
forward.
I was once told by a heavy truth
seeker that I must put myself in the
other person's shoes. So I thought about
how I would feel if this happened to me
and here is where that took me:
“I am trapped in a precarious position
in a vehicle which, obviously, is not
operating as it should. Maybe I'm safe;
maybe I'm not. I don't know. I have
been in Meeting for over three hours
now and I am thirsty, hungry, more than
a little tired, and would really like to go
to the bathroom. Sitting like this is
physically painful too.

Whatever I may be going through, I
don't want my pain, whether physical,
mental, emotional or spiritual, to be
exposed or to create discomfort for
anyone else. I want as much dignity and
privacy as possible and I am grateful
that most people have gone on about
their business while a few have
remained to help and support. “

This friend speaks my mind, and I
add my name in support of these serious
concerns.
-Callie Janoff

Perhaps many people would not
experience it this way, but I would be
overwhelmed with emotion and anxiety
while projecting a serene face. From
my actual position on that day, however,
what I felt was helplessness, frustration,
and remorse that I had so confidently
encouraged the use of this unreliable
and probably unsafe device.
I have realized that if our Monthly
Meeting is sincere in its testimony of
Equality, we need to rethink our
commitment to equal access to the
Meeting Room and to do what is
necessary to make that access a reality
every day. I am committed enough to
this goal that I am asking you to call or
email me with your leadings on this
over the next two weeks so that I can
know if there is enough support in the
Meeting to make some real change in
this situation.
In Friendship,
Linda Clarke
clarkeynow@yahoo.com

Submission Guidelines
The Communications Committee welcomes
Brooklyn Meeting News contributions from all
Meeting members and attenders. Our
newsletter includes a variety of content which
may be of interest to our community, including
but not limited to:
•

Recaps of recent Meeting events

•

Previews of upcoming events

•

Issues pertaining to our Quaker faith
and history

The newsletter is published on the first

Sunday of each month, and we request that
submissions for the next issue be submitted at
least two weeks in advance. General
Guidelines:
•

•

Please send an email to
newsletter@brooklynmeeting.org so
that we may briefly discuss your
contribution, as regards its
timeliness, appropriateness, and
length.
Contributions should generally be

brief, between 150-450 words in
length.
•

Please send your newsletter
submission as an attached Word
document.

•

Keep in mind that contributions will
be copy edited, and may not appear
in the newsletter in exactly the same
form as how they were submitted.

Thank you for your interest - we look
forward to your input!

Regularly Scheduled Activities
Meetings for Worship

Social Hour

Worship Sharing

9:00–9:50 AM and
11:00 AM–NOON on Sundays,
in the meeting room
6:30 PM Tuesdays,
in the meeting room

12:00 PM Sundays,
Ground-level dining room

10:00 AM, third Sundays, on the third
floor

Meeting for Worship with a
Concern for Business

Community Dinner

Childcare
Sundays during 11:00 AM worship, for
children of 3 months to 3 years, in the care
of an early childhood teacher and dedicated
volunteers

First Day School
10:45 AM – 11:45 AM, Sundays, September
to June. Three classes, roughly related to
age: Bodies (4-6), Minds (7-9) and Spirits
(10-12).

1:00 PM, first Sundays, in the meeting
room

Hymn Singing around the Piano
10:00 AM, first Sundays, in the meeting
room

Readings of Spiritual Texts
10:00 AM, second Sundays, in the
meeting room

1:00 PM-3:00 PM SET-UP
3:00 PM-4:00 PM MEAL/SERVING
4:00 PM- 5:00 PM CLEAN-UP, COME FOR
SOME OR ALL!
Last Sunday of every month, groundlevel dining room; volunteers appreciated
for this monthly dinner for anyone who
wishes a free hot meal. Children
encouraged to volunteer.
Contact: Andres Colapinto,
acolabus@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
Ongoing additions to upcoming Meeting events are regularly added to the Meeting website at
http://www.brooklynmeeting.org/calendar.
To submit an event, email calendar@brooklynmeeting.org.
Member Kate Rapoport also maintains an
email event announcement list; send a request to brooklyn.kittens@gmail.com to join.
May 2013
Friday, May 17—Sunday, May 19:
2013 Powell House Retreat! Contact:
Ministry & Council, or DK Holland,
dkholland1@me.com.

July 2013
Saturday, July 21- Saturday, July 27
NYYM Summer Sessions
At Silver Bay, on the beautiful Lake George.

Send additions to Regularly Scheduled Activities or Upcoming Events to calendar@brooklynmeeting.org.
Send inquiries or suggestions about the newsletter to newsletter@brooklynmeeting.org.
The Monthly Meeting Newsletter is published by the Communications Committee of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting.
Current members: Eli Gwynn (clerk), Ben Hill, Molly Rusnak, and Anna White.

