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"What's a Quaker?"
and Other Queries
A "New York minute" is shorter than an elevator speech,
subway spiel, or sidewalk greeting. When I wear my Quaker
Witness for Peace button in public, I don’t expect more than
a glance. It’s a silent plea for someone, anyone, to ask which
way to the Peaceable Kingdom.
Wouldn’t you know, the “Q” in Quaker on the button is so
faint I could be any old peacenik. We’re still so humble no
one knows who Friends are.
Here’s the rub: I don’t either. After displaying the slogan for
a few weeks, I set it aside because I don’t know how to
respond to the question: “What’s a Quaker?”
Oh yah, we believe in “that of God in everyone.” Well, who
doesn’t? And if that doesn’t grab a stranger’s attention, try
“We’re pacifists.” So, what Christians don’t believe in
turning the other cheek? And what’s so exceptional about
“continuing revelation? All New Yorkers are born-again.
“No, no, no,” I would say. “We don’t just talk about these
things we work every day to establish the Kingdom of
Heaven on earth.” Well, who doesn’t?
“Wait. We objected to the Vietnam War, opposed nuclear
weapons, championed civil rights, campaigned for women to
vote, reformed prisons and mental hospitals, fought for
abolition of slavery, befriended native Americans.” Yada,
yada, yada.
The response: My denomination does good works too.
And try to explain what the heck are unprogrammed
Friends. Sounds like we forgot to buy the latest app for our
smart phones.
Oh, Oh. I’ve got it. “We worship together in silence until the
Spirit taps us on the shoulder and whispers, ‘Move over
Friend. You haven’t made enough room for me in your life.’”
Now that’ll grab them.
-- Carl Blumenthal

The Ribbon Project
Have you heard of it? Are you making plans? Got any ideas?
The project was inspired by Justine Merrit’s visit to
Hiroshimas’s Peace Memorial Museum. She came-up with a
ribbon event for the 40th memorial anniversary of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. The August 1st 2020 project will be for the 75th
anniversary. For more information on the project, go to
https://theribboninternational.org/
Brooklyn Friends are involved. Join them. Make a panel to
express what you love most about the world and want to
protect from what is endangered on this earth.

Powell House Youth
Director Position
Announcement
Are you looking for a role where you can
help young people experience what it is to
be loved unequivocally? To guide them
through the process of truly knowing
themselves and helping them see how they
can make a difference in the world?
If you desire to be in a role where you are
making a marked difference in the lives of
young people, we invite you to apply to the
role of Youth Director of Powell House.
Powell House is the conference center of
New York Yearly Meeting. The Youth
Program hosts approximately two
weekend retreats a month for children
ranging from 4th to 12th grade. The
Powell House Youth Directors will be
responsible for creating programing that is
impactful and meaningful for attendees,
manage logistics of the program and be
accountable for programing enrollment
and advertisement. This is an opportunity
to make a significant impact and enrich
the lives of hundreds of children.
Powell House Youth Director
Requirements:
• Direct experience working with
children and adolescents and
creating impactful programming for
youth.
• A clear understanding of the
practices and values of the Religious
Society of Friends, as well as a desire
to share Friends' values with young
people.
Powell House Youth Director compensation
includes salary, housing, some meals, and a
complete benefit package. If interested,
please contact:
Regina Baird Haag
Co-Executive Director,
Elsie K. Powell House, Inc.
regina@powellhouse.org

Brooklyn Meeting
Fifty Years Ago
The Rusnak family joined Brooklyn Meeting (then a Preparative Meeting of New
York Monthly Meeting) in 1969, while we were renovating an old house in Boerum
Hill. We were invited to attend Meeting by Helen Buckler, a journalist and author
who had founded the renovation community. Though she had been disabled for
years, she was very active as a Quaker. There were five of us, my husband, myself
and three children. Our baby had recently been adopted and was from an interracial
background.
The Meeting was large. Though attendance was somewhat less than it is today, it
was more regular, with few visitors, and the same families every First Day. There
were obvious signs in the Meeting room of the conservative members who had
joined from the Lafayette Street Meeting when it was laid down. I was surprised to
see an American flag in front of the Meeting room. Also, the big red Bible we still
keep on the table in front was often used in messages. Friends knew the Bible so well
they could come up and immediately find the verse to go with their message.
Because the Meetinghouse and Brooklyn Friends School next door were joined so
that we could go back and forth, the space we used was very different from the
present. Our First Day School classes met in the school building. Our Social Room
was the school cafeteria which is probably why we still have the long tables there.
The mixture of conservative and more liberal beliefs and customs created
considerable conflict but was also enriching. One serious and lasting discussion was
over what to call the Christmas party. In those days it was a large festive event for
everyone, not just children. Numbers of Friends from other Meetings would also
come. There was a traditional pageant with costumes, as well as Santa Claus.
Individual children performed music. However more liberal Friends did not like the
“Christ” in the word “Christmas” and insisted on an alternative, though it seems
they could accept the "Christ" in "Christmas Tree" - that is how we ended up with
“Christmas Tree Festival.”
Another issue that we have less problem with today was inclusion. There were
concerns about including a developmentally disabled child in First Day School.
Some Friends were also not welcoming to young people serving in the military,
leading to the loss of two families to the Meeting.
-- Molly Rusnak

Perhaps community is a constellation. Each one of
us is a light in the emerging collective brightness.
A constellation of light has the greater power of
illumination than any single light would have on
its own. Together we increase brightness.
JOHN O'DONOHUE, POET AND AUTHOR
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Ongoing additions to the Meeting calendar can be seen at http://www.brooklynmeeting.org/calendar

Submission Guidelines
The Communications Committee
welcomes Brooklyn Meeting News
contributions from all Meeting
members and attenders. Our
newsletter includes a variety of
content which may be of interest to
our community, including but not
limited to:
•

Recaps of recent Meeting events

•

Previews of upcoming events

•

Issues pertaining to our Quaker
faith and history

The newsletter is published on the
first Sunday of each month. We ask
that submissions for the upcoming
issue be submitted by the 15th of the
month before to allow time for the
Communications Committee to
prepare the newsletter.
Please send your article, artwork,
letter, essay, poem, photograph or
other item in an email to
newsletter@brooklynmeeting.org.
Contributions should generally be
brief — aim for between 150-450

words in length.Please send your
newsletter submission as an attached
Word document or high-resolution
image file.
Keep in mind that all contributions
are copy edited and subject to editing
for length. Your item thus may appear
in the newsletter in slightly modified
form.
We look forward to your input in
creating a newsletter we all wish to
read!

Regularly Scheduled Activities
Meetings for Worship
9:00–9:50 AM and
11:00 AM–Noon on Sundays,
in the meeting room
6:30 PM Tuesdays,
in the meeting room

Social Hour
12:00 PM on Sundays,
ground-level dining room
Meeting for Worship with a
Concern for Business
1:00 PM, first Sundays, in the
meeting room

Childcare
Sundays during 11:00 AM
worship, for children of 3
months to 3 years, in the care of
an early childhood teacher and
dedicated volunteers
First Day School
10:45–11:45 AM, Sundays,
September to June. Three
classes, roughly related to age:
Bodies (ages 4-6), Minds (ages
7-9) and Spirits (ages 10-12).

:

Hymn Singing around the Piano
10:00 AM, first Sundays, in the
meeting room
Outdoor Worship
6:00 PM, every Thursday,
weather permitting, spring
through September. Outdoor
worship takes place under the
Quarterly Meeting’s care in
Battery Park (Manhattan) at the
Labyrinth just north of Castle
Clinton

Worship Sharing
10:00 AM, third Sundays, on the
third floor
Prayer Healing Meeting
10:00 AM, fourth Sundays, in
the meeting room
Community Dinner
1:00–3:00 PM (set-up)
3:00–4:00 PM (meal/serving)
4:00–5:00 PM (clean up)
Last Sunday
, in the
ground-level dining room
Come for some or all!
Volunteers ARE appreciated for
this monthly dinner for anyone
who wishes a free hot meal.
Children encouraged to
volunteer.

